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June 21st is the longest day of year and the start of summer solstice 
when many generation of Indigenous people have celebrated their 

culture and heritage.

Celebrations to commemorate National Indigenous Day are held 
annually on June 21. This day honours the unique heritage, diverse 
cultures, outstanding achievements and contributions of Canada’s 

First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples.

Canada’s Governor General offi cially proclaimed the fi rst National 
Aboriginal Day in 1996. June 21 was selected because of its cultural 

signifi cance as the summer solstice. It is also a time when many 
Indigenous groups traditionally pay homage to their heritage. National 
Indigenous Day is celebrated across the country, but is only declared a 
statutory holiday in the Northwest Territories. The OPSEU Indigenous 

Circle is leading a campaign to make Indigenous Day a statutory 
holiday in Ontario.

Making June 21 a statutory holiday respects Indigenous Sovereignty, 
self-determination and treaty recognition, including The Two Row 

Wampum, the 1st treaty made in Canada.  

What You Can Do
Send and encourage others to send a postcard to Kathleen Wynne, Premier, 

and David Zimmer, Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation. 
Postcards are available from the OPSEU Indigenous Circle.

Write to your local MP to demand that National Indigenous Day be recognized 
as a statutory holiday in Ontario. Contact information for your local MP can be 

found at www.ontla.on.ca/lao/en/members. 
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