
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We will begin this Conference by acknowledging that we are meeting on 
Indigenous land that has been inhabited by Indigenous peoples from the 
beginning.

We’re grateful for the opportunity to meet here and we thank all the generations 
of people who have taken care of this land - for thousands of years.

Long before today, there have been Indigenous peoples who have been the 
stewards of this place.

In particular, we wish to acknowledge the Ancestral Traditional Territories of 
the Huron-Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, the Ojibway, the Anishinaabe and, in 
particular, the Mississaugas of the Credit River whose territory we are gathering 
on today. This territory is covered by the Dish with One Spoon Covenant 
between the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Confederacy of Ojibwe and 
Allied Nations, it is also covered by the Upper Canada Treaties.

We recognize and deeply appreciate their historic connection to this place. 
We also recognize the contributions that Métis, Inuit, and other Indigenous 
peoples have made, both in shaping and strengthening this community, and 
our province and country as a whole.

This recognition of the contributions and historic importance of Indigenous 
peoples must also be connected to our commitment to Truth and 
Reconciliation, and in particular to bring justice for murdered and missing 
indigenous women and girls across our country.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 
2018 OPSEU HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONFERENCE 
This year’s conference promises to be particularly exciting.  We are pleased 
to present a thought-provoking roster of speakers, panel discussions, artists, 
films and action-oriented skills-building workshops in relation to our conference 
theme: United: We call for Action!  We want you to go home feeling inspired, 
with ideas for immediate action in your communities.  

The conference’s goal is to educate and raise awareness about how we, 
as union members and community leaders, can engage in human rights 
activism in an age of mounting hate, racism, Islamophobia, xenophobia and 
bigotry. The concept of United: We Call for Action! starts with us: how do we 
challenge stereotypes and myths about human rights? How can we promote 
the development and growth of human rights activism within the labour 
movement? How can we ensure that human rights issues and priorities remain 
at the forefront of our long-term fight for fairness in today’s distressing political 
climate? Together, we will develop a plan.

United: We call for action!     Ensemble: répondons à l’appel à l’action!

STATEMENT 
OF RESPECT  
Harassment or discrimination of 
any kind will not be tolerated at 

OPSEU functions.

Whenever OPSEU members 
gather, we welcome all peoples 
of the world. We will not accept 

any unwelcoming words, actions 
or behaviours against our union 

members.

We accord respect to all persons, 
regardless of age, political 
affiliation and racialization 

including and not limited to 
People of African descent, 

Black, Caribbean, South Asian, 
Asian, women, men, First 

Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples, 
members of ethno-racial groups, 

people with disabilities, gays, 
lesbians, bisexual, transgender/
transsexual people, and gender 
diverse persons, francophones 

and all persons whose first 
language is not English.

In our diversity we will build 
solidarity as union members.

If you believe that you are being 
harassed or discriminated 

against, contact Elizabeth Ha 
or Tim Vining for immediate 

assistance.



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM Registration Outside Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

5:30 PM to 7:00 PM Video Booth Outside Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

5:30 PM to 6:00 PM Smudging (Optional) Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

6:00 PM to 7:00 PM Dinner On your own

7:00 PM to 8:40 PM Opening Remarks

Plenary: Inspiring Activism with Jill Andrew, Nadia Hasan and Yusra 
Khogali

Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

8:40 PM to 8:55 PM Slam poetry with Lishai Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor 

6:00 PM to 10:00 PM Childcare

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

7:00 AM to 8:00 AM Sunrise Ceremony (Optional) Market Garden Patio, 1st Floor

8:00 AM to 9:30 AM Registration Outside Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

8:00 AM to 9:30 AM Breakfast On your own

9:30 AM to 10:00 AM Human Rights Introduced Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

10:00 AM to 11:00 AM Key-note speaker: Jesse Wente on Engaging the Fight Back Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

11:00 AM to 11:15 AM Break Outside Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

11:15 AM to 12:00 PM Skills-Building Workshops Gerrard, 1st Floor 

Baker, 2nd Floor 

Carlyle, 3rd Floor

Rossetti, 3rd Floor

Scott, 3rd Floor

Wren, 3rd Floor

*Your room assignment is on your 
delegate badge

12:00 PM to 1:30 PM Lunch On your own

1:30 PM to 5:00 PM Skills-Building Workshops (continued) *Your room assignment is on your 
delegate badge

4:30 PM to 7:00 PM Dinner On your own

7:00 PM to 9:00 PM Screening of Migrant Dreams and Panel Discussion with Director, Min 
Sook Lee, Chris Ramsaroop and Tracey-Ann Hines

Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

8:00 AM – 10:00 PM Meditation Room Rossetti C, 2nd Floor

8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, 
and 7:00 to 10:00 PM

Childcare

2018 OPSEU HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE AGENDA 

United: We call for action!     Ensemble: répondons à l’appel à l’action!



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018
TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION

7:00 AM to 8:00 AM Sunrise Ceremony (Optional) Market Garden Patio, 1st Floor

8:00 AM to 9:00 AM Breakfast On your own

9:00 AM to 9:10 AM Introduction and Welcome Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

9:10 AM to 10:00 AM Plenary: Call to Action with Sandy Hudson and Nora Loretto Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

10:00 AM to 10:15 AM Break Outside the Mountbatten Salon, 2nd 
Floor

10:15 AM to 11:30 AM Action Strategies Region 1 -- Gerrard, 1st Floor 

Region 2 – Wren, 2nd Floor 

Region 3 -- Rossetti, 3rd Floor

Region 4 -- Carlyle, 3rd Floor

Region 5 -- Mountbatten Salon, 2nd 
Floor

Region 6 -- Baker, 2nd Floor 

Region 7 -- Scott, 3rd Floor

11:30 AM to 12:00 PM Conference Wrap-up Mountbatten Salon, 2nd Floor

8:00 AM to 12:00 PM Meditation Room Rossetti C, 2nd Floor

8:30 AM to 12:30 PM Childcare

United: We call for action!     Ensemble: répondons à l’appel à l’action!

2018 OPSEU HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE AGENDA 

#CALLTOACTION2018

#HUMANRIGHTS2018                     

#STANDUP4HUMANRIGHTS

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/OpseuProvincialHumanRightsCommittee/

USE THESE HASHTAGS 
THROUGHOUT THE 

CONFERENCE:

https://www.facebook.com/OpseuProvincialHumanRightsCommittee/


SPEAKERS, PERFORMERS AND FILMAKERS

Friday November 30: Inspiring Activism Panel

Jill ANdrew
Jill Andrew is the Member of Provincial Parliament for Toronto-St. Paul’s and 
the ONDP Culture Critic. She is an award-winning equity educator, body image 
advocate, speaker and writer. As the co-founder of Body Confidence Canada, 
#SizeismSUCKS and Body Confidence Awareness Week, Andrew advocates to 
end size and appearance-based discrimination, harassment and bullying.

Andrew is a community co-owner of Glad Day Bookshop – the world’s oldest 
LGBT bookstore. She has been an avid volunteer and donor to organizations 
across the GTA supporting Black and racialized communities, youth, women, 
chronic health and queer rights through community engagement, education, 
employment, healthcare, housing and the arts.

She holds a Master’s degree in women and gender studies from the University 
of Toronto New College and recently completed her PhD at York University’s 

Faculty of Education. Jill is also a graduate of the Women Win TO political training series. Jill is an animal fanatic – 
especially cats – and she credits music and theatre education in her youth for helping her to find her voice.

NADIA HASAN

Nadia Hasan is Deputy Director of the National Council of Muslim Canadians. She has 
a PhD in Political Science from York University. As Deputy Director, Nadia is part of 
the senior management team and she leads the NCCM’s organizational development, 
program management, and national operations.

Nadia has a diverse background in teaching, project management and the non-
profit sector. Nadia has several years of experience working on policy and programs 
at Canadian think tanks and NGOs and she has taught university courses in South 
Asian studies, religion and gender. Her doctoral research focused on Muslim women’s 
organizations and the practice of Islam in Canada and Pakistan.

Nadia is a published author on a range of topics pertaining to Canadian Muslims and Muslim popular culture. She 
previously served as the NCCM’s Program Coordinator.



Yusra Khogali
Yusra Khogali is a community organizer, anti-racism educator and black feminist poet 
and is co-founder of Black Lives Matter Toronto. She is a graduate student at the 
University of Toronto pursuing a master’s in Social Justice Education. Her doctoral 
research focused on Muslim women’s organizations and the practice of Islam in 
Canada and Pakistan.

Performer - Lishai
Lishai is an award winning poet, creative consultant and 
community animator with roots in diasporic oral tradition. She 
develops and facilitates arts based programming in schools 
throughout Toronto and is the co-founder of Ink Veins: Young 
Women’s Writing Collective. In 2013, she authored a graphic 
novel Why Birds and Wolves Don’t Trade Stones which is 
available on Amazon. And her debut album, From Here On, in 
collaboration with Waleed Abdulhamid, is available on iTunes. 
She writes with a commitment to joy and integrity.

Saturday December 1: Keynote and Film

Keynote: Jesse Wente on “Organizing the Fight back”

Well known as a film critic and broadcaster in Toronto and across Canada, 
Jesse was the first nationally syndicated Indigenous columnist for the 
CBC, covering film and pop culture for 20 local CBC Radio programs. He 
has also been a regular guest on CBC Newsworld’s News Morning and 
Weekend Edition, as well as Q.

Jesse is Ojibwe, and his family comes from Chicago and the Serpent 
River First Nation in Ontario. He is an advocate for Aboriginal Arts, most 
notably on screen. He draws attention to the imagery used by Hollywood 
in portrayals of indigenous peoples and stresses the need for a culture 
to have influence on their own depiction. His pieces on The Revenant, 
Beyonce and sports mascots were among the most shared on CBC.ca



Saturday Performance: Migrant Dreams with Justicia

About the Director of Migrant Dreams, Min Sook Lee

Min Sook Lee is an award winning Canadian filmmaker with a diverse and 
prolific portfolio of multimedia work. Her doc filmography includes: the 
Gemini nominated El Contrato which looked at the lives of Mexican migrant 
workers in Ontario; Tiger Spirit, a personal reflection on reunification between 
North and South Korea, garnered the Donald Britain Gemini for Best Social/
Political Documentary; and Hogtown -a dissection of the politics of policing 
in Toronto’s city hall which was awarded the Best Canadian Documentary 
prize at the Hot Docs Festival. Min Sook’s documentary The Real Inglorious 
Bastards was honoured with the Canadian Screen Award for Best History 
Documentary in 2013. Her latest documentary, Migrant Dreams, a portrait of 
resistance amongst migrant workers in Canada, will be released in 2016.

Min Sook is a recipient of the Cesar E. Chavez Black Eagle Award for El 
Contrato’s impact on the rights of migrant workers. Canada’s oldest labour 
arts festival, Mayworks Festival, has named the Min Sook Lee Labour Arts 
Award in her honour. The award recognizes outstanding contributions to the 
arts and labour movement.

Min Sook is an Assistant Professor at the Ontario College of Art and Design University where she teaches Art and 
Social Change. Her research and teaching focuses on the intersections of labour, border politics, migration, art & 
social change.

About Justicia for Migrant Workers

Justicia for Migrant Workers (J4MW) strives to promote the rights 
of migrant farmworkers (participating in the Canadian Seasonal 
Agricultural Workers Program and the Low Skilled Workers Program) and 
farmworkers without status. Promoting workers’ rights entails fighting for 
spaces where workers themselves can articulate their concerns without 
losing their work or being repratriated. We start with workers’ knowledge 
and concerns and collectively devise strategies to make necessary 
changes. We see ourselves as allies and strive for a movement that is led 
and directed by workers themselves.

http://justicia4migrantworkers.org/justicia_new.htm

http://justicia4migrantworkers.org/justicia_new.htm


Sunday December 2: Panel: Changing the Narrative to Take 
Action

Sandy Hudson
Sandy Hudson is a Toronto-based organizer, communications specialist, 
political strategist, public intellectual, writer and abolition activist.

An award-winning influencer, Sandy has been honoured as one of Toronto 
Life’s 50 Most Influential Torontonians in 2016, Post City Magazine’s 12 
Most Inspiring Women of Toronto, a recipient of the Lincoln Alexander ’53 
Award, the William P. Hubbard Award for Race Relations, Now Magazine’s 
Best Activist Campaign, Now Magazine’s Best Social Justice Group, the 
Terry Buckland Award for Diversity & Equity in Education, one of Canada 
International Black Women’s 100 Black Women to watch, and featured in 
Racism-Free Ontario’s 100 People to Watch list.

Sandy is the founder of the Black Lives Matter movement presence in 
Canada and Black Lives Matter – Toronto. She also co-founded the Black 
Liberation Collective – Canada, the campus-based extension of the 
movement. The work Sandy has accomplished with her team has been 

formidable, and her efforts to publicly address anti-Black racism have resulted in concrete policy change, including 
the winding down of the program that places police officers in the largest school board in North America.

Nora Loreto
Nora Loreto is a writer, musician and activist based in Québec City with 
expertise in media literacy, social media, extreme snark and government 
relations. Nora is the author of From Demonized to Organized, Building the 
New Union Movement (2013), and contributed a chapter on debt and youth 
activism in Canada After Harper (2015). She writes regularly for rabble.
ca and progressive magazines. She has a BA in public administration 
and minors in journalism, history and politics from Ryerson University 
and a Masters of Education from the University of Saskatchewan. She 
was Editor-in-Chief of the Ryerson Free Press and was involved in the 
student movement for almost a decade. Nora is the Québec Director of 
the Canadian Freelance Union, is on the board of the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives and is involved in her local coordinating committee for 
Québec solidaire.



Waleed Abdulhamid
Multi-instrumentalist, composer, vocalist, producer and film-maker, Waleed 
Abdulhamid, has been an active member of the Toronto music scene, since 
his arrival in Canada in 1992.

Waleed was born in Sudan. He began performing at the age of 6. He toured 
across his country, as well as Egypt, Syria, Kuwait and Emirate. Waleed was 
known for bringing traditional rhythms into popular music in Sudan. When 
he left Sudan at age 18, he performed, recorded and toured extensively, 

appearing at major music festivals in Stockholm, Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Oslo, as well as in Finland and Iceland. He 
demonstrates his versatility on guitar, bass, drums, flute, harmonica, kirin, bass kirin, darabhuka, marimba, balimbo, 
congas, bongos, djembe, dumbek and tama. He is known for his striking vocals, his innovative bass technique and 
his speed and precision on percussion.

Waleed is one of the 12 resident artists at the Young Center for Performing Arts. He is often selected to sit on 
grant- reviewing juries for several Canadian Art Councils. He has been invited to perform in festivals and conduct 
workshops (merging music and movement) in Spain, France and Portugal. Waleed has played and recorded with 
David Clayton Thoma, the Motown Legend Band “The Drifters”, Doug Riley, Jackie Richardson, Julie Black, Karyn 
White, Deborah Cox and Zaki Ibrahim. Waleed is the film director of the awards winning documentary Let’s Find 
Away. Waleed has musically directed a series of shows at the Caliban Arts Th eatre (Freedom Live), Inner Stage, 
and various dance companies. He also composed and produced music for several TV shows as well some main 
stream Hollywood movies.



NOTES


