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To: Presidents of Loca ls wi th Broader Public Service U nits

U n i t Stewards or H ig hest Ran king of Broader Publ ic Service U ni t s
A l l B PS Sector Executives

From :

Date :

Subject :

Wa rren (Smokey) Thomas , President

March 27, 20 1 3

20 1 3 Broader Publ ic Service ( BPS ) Conference and Sector Meeti ngs

S is ters a nd Brothers ,

I i nvi te you to attend the 20 1 3 Broader Publ ic Service ( BPS ) Conference and
Sector meeti ngs . The conference wi l l be held at the Shera ton Hotel , l ocated at

1 23 Queen St . West , Toron to , on Friday, J une 2 1 , Satu rday, June 22 a nd Sunday,
Ju ne 23 , 20 1 3 .

Th is yea r marks the 2 1 st a n n iversa ry of the offic ia l recogni tion of the Broader

Publ ic Service as a n in tegra l and distinct d ivi sion in OPSEU . I n keeping with our
theme of Deve lopi ng , Networki ng and Advocating in ou r communities ( DNA) ,
the core message is one of encou ragement to a l l of ou r BPS Sectors tha t we are

a l l i n th i s together a nd tha t we can col lective ly work together to effec t cha nge
in ou r l oca ls a nd our communities .

Friday ' s p lenary wi l l provide a del ivery of topics focusi ng on ou r theme of

"Common Dreams i n the Age of Austerity . " Renowned au thor Linda McQuaig is
our keynote speaker Friday morn i ng fo l lowed by a panel d iscussion moderated
by Karl Fl ecker, Ca nadia n Labour Congress Director of Human Rig hts a nd Anti
Racism . Panel i sts are OPSEU ' s own Rick Ja nsen , an ou tspoken cri t ic of pub l ic
priva te-part nersh ips pa rticu larly i n hea l th care; Larry Brown , Secreta ry-Treasurer
of the Nationa l U n ion of Publ ic a nd Genera l Employees; Deena Ladd of the

Workers ' Action Center; a nd Li nda McQuaig . Members wi l l partic ipa te in
a ssig ned activi t ies du ring the day . Our goa l at the end of t he day is to have
produced a video tape of some of the days ' activi ty .



Sa tu rday beg i ns with the Divi siona l Counci l meeti ngs for those sectors who
belong to these cou ncil s , fo l lowed by workshop/seminars . Those sectors not

belong i ng to divisiona l cou nci l s wi l l attend workshop/semina rs Sa tu rday

morning .

I nd iv idual Sector meeti ngs wi l l ta ke place on Su nday. The Sector meetings are

a n importa n t pa rt of th i s conference . At the meetings you wil l determine the
short a nd long-term goa l s of your Sector a nd elect the leadersh ip who wi l l lead
you i n implementing them for the next two years .

The delegate en ti t l ement ru les for your sector a re exp la i ned i n the meeti ng ca l l
documents - please read them carefu l ly.

I hope you Wil l ta ke the opportun i ty to joi n us and meet with other members in
your Sector a nd other participa nts a t the conference . I t is a grea t time to lea rn

new ski l l s a nd objectives arou nd workp lace issues a nd develop new expertise in

dea l i ng with those iss ues . I t is my sincerest hope that you wi l l leave the
con ference with a feel i ng of so l ida ri ty with a l l members of the OPSEU ' s Broader
Publ ic Serv ice U n i ts .

I encourage you and your members to fu l ly uti l ize your delegate en ti t lement

a nd Partic ipa te i n th i s yea r ' s con ference .

Warren (Smokey) Thomas
President


