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To: Presidents of Locals with Broader Public Sector Units 
Unit Stewards or Highest Ranking of Broader Public Service Units 
All BPS Sector Executives 

From: Warren (Smokey) Thomas 

Date: March 16, 2017 

Subject: 2017 Broader Public Service (BPS) Conference and Sector Divisional Meetings 

 

 

Greetings friends, 

Planning is now well underway for OPSEU’s 2017 Broader Public Service (BPS) Conference. 
The conference is scheduled to open June 23, followed by Sector Divisional meetings June 
24-25. The BPS conference will be convened on Friday, June 23, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Sheraton Centre, 123 Queen Street West, Toronto, Ontario, and Sector Divisional Meetings 
will continue until adjournment on Sunday, June 25, 2017. Registration will be from 6:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 22, 2017. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the BPS as a stand-alone Sector within OPSEU. 
What a change this quarter century has delivered! In 1992, the BPS had a membership of 
about 25,000 and our conference that year attracted 200 delegates.  

Today, BPS membership stands at more than 70,000 and we expect close to 800 delegates 
to be in Toronto. More than numbers, the BPS has transformed OPSEU. It has widely 
expanded our occupational groups and makes both OPSEU and our province stronger. The 
public services provided by the BPS directly impact the lives of millions of Ontarians. 

The theme of this year’s conference is “Work, Life and Beyond – Part 2.” As the title suggests, 
we’re taking what was successful at our last conference in 2015 – survival in an ever-
changing public service environment – and applying it this year to our personal lives.  

Specifically, our focus will be trained on the importance of pensions and financial planning for 
your post-retirement years. While younger members of the BPS may not give retirement much 
thought today, the fact is planning for your post-work life can never start too soon. We will 
also spend some time looking at how collective agreements can contribute to the health and 
well-being of BPS members. 

Our plenary sessions on June 23 will feature a host of speakers trained to provide conference 
participants with what they need to know about retirement planning. These are experts who 
have spent a professional lifetime studying retirement and financial planning issues and what 
they share with delegates is certain to help you in your long-range planning choices. 

Back again this year by popular demand is our video “Speaker’s Corner” where BPS 
members will have the opportunity to speak their minds on a variety of topics.  
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We’ll finish off our first day of the conference with a performance by Mohammed Ali, a 
socialist vocalist, who blends social justice activism with his musical artistry.  

On June 24, the focus of the conference will shift to sector divisional meetings that will run 
throughout the day. If you fall outside any sector you will be able to participate in a variety of 
skills-building workshops and seminars that are designed to make participants stronger 
member-activists. On the final day of the conference, June 25, sector divisional meetings are 
scheduled where elections will take place for divisional executives. 

As you can see, there is plenty to do at this year’s BPS conference. On behalf of OPSEU’s 
Executive Board, I strongly encourage you and your members to fully utilize your delegate 
entitlement and participate. 

Attached, you will find the Reference Guide and the Delegate Entitlement Guidelines to assist 
with completing the required forms for registration. You will also find guides to help you 
navigate through the Member Portal and on-line event registration. 

On this special anniversary year, let’s make the 2017 BPS conference the best ever! 

 

 

 

 
In solidarity, 

 

Warren (Smokey) Thomas 
President 


