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Francophone Conference 2015
I make a difference in French.



Statement of Respect
Harassment or discrimination of any kind will not be 

tolerated at OPSEU functions.

Whenever OPSEU members gather, we welcome all 
peoples of the world. We will not accept any unwelcoming 
words, actions or behaviours against our union members.

We accord respect to all persons, regardless of age, 
political affiliation, including people of colour, women, 

men, First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples, members of 
ethno-racial groups, people with disabilities, gays, lesbians, 

bisexual, transgender/transsexual people, and gender 
diverse persons, francophones and all persons whose first 

language is not English.

In our diversity we will build solidarity as union members.

If you believe that you are being harassed or discriminated 
against, contact Emily Visser or Fridmar Facunda for 

immediate assistance.



Friday June 12, 2015

Time Activity Location

5:00 to 7:00 PM Registration and Welcome Outside the 
Oak Room 

6:30 to 6:45 PM Smudging Ceremony Oak Room 

7:00 to 8:00 PM Conference Opening, President’s Welcome, Presentation of 
Provincial Francophone Committee members, ice-breaker, 
e-polling 

Oak Room 

8:00 to 9:00 PM Keynote Speaker – Nora Loreto with Q&A Oak Room 

Saturday June 13, 2015

Time Activity Location

7:00 AM Smudging Ceremony To be 
determined

8:00 to 9:00 AM Registration Outside the 
Oak Room

9:00 to 9:15 AM Conference Re-Opening, Agenda Review  Oak Room 

9:15 to 10:15 AM Introduction and warm-up, What it means to be a 
Francophone member of OPSEU

Oak Room 

10:15 to 10:30 AM Break Oak Room 

10:30 to 11:45 AM Guest speaker: Charles Castonguay Oak Room 

11:45 to 1:00 PM Lunch (provided) Oak Room 

1:00 to 1:30 PM Marshmallow Challenge Oak Room 

1:30 to 2:30 PM Panel Discussion: Challenges in receiving French Services 
in Ontario with Jacinthe Desaulniers, Christine Duchesne 
and Katy Tanguay  

Oak Room 

2:30 to 2:45 PM Video: Services in French Oak Room 

2:45 to 3:00 PM Break

3:00 to 3:30 PM Getting to know the OPSEU Provincial Francophone 
Committee from the past to the present with Fernand Bégin

Oak Room 

3:30 to 4:30 PM Group Activity: Creation of local Francophone Caucus 
groups

Oak Room

4:30 to 7:00 PM Dinner (not provided) 

7:00 to 8:30 PM Native Tales and Legends: Storytelling with Town Crier 
Daniel Richer 

Oak Room

Sunday June 14, 2015

Time Activity Location

7:00 AM Smudging Ceremony To be 
determined 

9:00 to 9:15 AM Conference Re-Opening Oak Room 

9:15 to 10:15 AM French services and countering sexual harassment 
presentation by: Josée Laramée and Josée Guindon 

Oak Room 

10:15 to 10:30 AM Break

10:30 to 11:00 AM French language services at OPSEU Oak Room 

11:00 to 11:30 AM Moving forward with resolutions for Convention 2016 Oak Room 

11:30 to 12:00 PM Video: the 2015 Francophone Conference, Evaluation, 
Closing Comments 

Oak Room 

12:00 PM Smudging Ceremony Oak Room 

Goals of the 2015 
OPSEU  
Francophone 
Conference 

• Build knowledge 
regarding demographics, 
importance and needs of 
Francophone people in 
Ontario 

• Understand the broad 
need for services in 
French

• Connect the need 
for French language 
services to the fight for 
francophone rights 

• Acquire tools to mobilize 
and educate members 
regarding the importance 
of using French in all of 
our union activities 



Keynote Speaker  
Nora Loreto 

She is a writer, musician and activist based in Québec City. She is the author of 
From Demonized to Organized: Building the New Union Movement.  

Nora has a BA in Public Administration, minors in Journalism, History and 
Politics from Ryerson University and a Master’s of Education Foundations from 
the University of Saskatchewan.

Nora is the Editor for the Canadian Association of Labour Media and has been 
published in Canadian Dimension and Briarpatch magazines. She regularly 
blogs for Rabble.ca and the Huffington Post and was the Editor-in-Chief of the 
Ryerson Free Press. 

Conference Speakers  
Charles Castonguay 

Charles Castonguay was born in Ottawa. English is his mother tongue but his 
parents enrolled him in a Franco-Ontarian separate school. He attended high 
school in the bilingual high school of University of Ottawa in 1963 and obtained 
a master’s degree in mathematics from the same university. He first taught at 
the military college in St-Jean-sur-Richelieu in 1966 and accepted a position as 
lecturer in mathematics department at the University of Ottawa.

He received his doctor’s degree in mathematics from McGill University in 1971. 
Amidst countless debates on the situation of French in Quebec, he developed his 
interest in census data and language policies and, as a researcher, specialized 
in the analysis of assimilation. He produced numerous studies on the subject, 
particularly for le Conseil et l’Office québécois de la langue française.

In the early 2000s, he contributed to the monthly L’aut’journal as a columnist on the linguistic situation and policy. 
He continued this activity since his retirement from the University of Ottawa in 2005. Les Éditions du Renouveau 
québecois  published several collections of his columns including Avantage à l’anglais. Dynamique actuelle des 
langues au Québec (2008), Le français dégringole. Relancer notre politique linguistique (2010) and Le français, 
langue commune. Projet inachevé (2013).



Katy Tanguay 

Katy Tanguay is Anishinabe (Algonquin), member of the Abitibiwinni community, 
an aboriginal community in northern Quebec. She is a social worker by training, 
and an aboriginal liaison officer at Public School Board of Eastern Ontario. 
She also works as a consultant to the crisis and support line for survivors of 
residential schools. As a result of professional burnout in 2006, she discovered 
the health services offered to the aboriginal community. The reconnection with 
her own culture has effects on her health, but in a holistic manner.

Jacinthe Desaulniers 

Jacinthe Desaulniers held several senior positions within university medical 
centers in the Ottawa region and she was the regional director of the Ontario 
Telemedicine Network. She also taught at the Telfer School of Management at 
the University of Ottawa and served on several boards in the field of health and 
community services.

A graduate of the University of Ottawa, she holds a bachelor’s degree in 
administration and a master’s degree in health sciences management.

Since 2009, Jacinthe Desaulniers works as executive director for the French 
Health Services Network of Eastern Ontario, making use of her knowledge of 
the health sector and networking and leadership skills in the organization.

Christine Duchesne 

Christine Duchesne comes from a small town in the Saguenay Lac St-Jean. 
She completed her bachelor’s degree at Laval University in Quebec.

In her career, she has held various professional positions in various Canadian 
provinces, including Ontario, where she currently works as an employment 
counselor at La Cité. She previously held other positions in training and 
intervention.



Fernand Bégin

Membre fondateur au conseil d’administration de la Cité collégiale 
depuis 1990, il détient un poste de professeur depuis cette date. En 
plus de ses tâches de professeur, M. Bégin a participé à plusieurs 
comités pour défendre les droits du personnel enseignant. Il est membre 
du comité exécutif du SEFPO de la division scolaire des 25 collèges 
d’arts appliqués et de technologie de l’Ontario depuis 1998. Il est aussi 
président du Syndicat du personnel scolaire (professeurs, conseillers et 
bibliothécaires) de la Cité collégiale depuis 1995.

Membre du conseil d’administration de 1990 à 1996, puis vice-
président de l’Ontario de 1996 à 1998, il fut président de l’Association 

canadienne d’éducation de langue française (ACELF) de 1998 à 2000 où il a encore fait valoir ses 
talents de négociateur dans le dossier de l’Entente cadre entre les organismes nationaux francophones et 
Patrimoine Canada tant au comité de négociation qu’au comité de gestion.

Josée Guindon 

Josée Guindon has been involved in the area of violence against 
women for over 10 years. She is the manager at the French CALACS of 
Ottawa and is greatly concerned with the right to equality between the 
sexes. Born Franco-Ontarian she is committed to the issue of minority 
language rights. Josée has training in business administration with 
specialization in human resources and project management.



Josée Laramée

Josée Laramée is a prevention and awareness services co-ordinator 
and she is a proud Franco-Ontarian. For 25 years she has campaigned 
for the rights of francophones survivors.  She graduated with a DEC 
from la Cité in  Ottawa in technical social work and a bachelor of social 
sciences from Laurentian University in Sudbury. In 1993, she began her 
career in helping sexual assault survivors in the Cornwall area where she 
advocates for the rights of French language services. She created the 
first French training for frontline workers in Ontario and participates in the 
development of several intervention tools and training in French. She put 
in place the first francophone hotline 24-7 to assist survivors of sexual 
assault. After 15 years, she continued her work with CALACS in Ottawa 

as a volunteer coordinator and she is in charge of the francophone hotline 24-7. For several years, this 
feminist activist has developed several workshops and training in prevention and awareness programs for 
francophones in Ottawa. She shares her knowledge with passion and dedication, and teaches part-time at 
la Cité in the penal justice program.

The Town Crier 
Daniel Richer 

Let it be known too one and all that there are very few full time town 
criers in the world and that Daniel is one of the busiest of them all. Using 
his background as a teacher and actor, plus his love for history, he has 
transformed this little-known trade into a full-time experience. 

Since 1981 he has proudly represented both sides of the national capital 
region-Ottawa/Gatineau(Hull). He also had the honor of being Ontario’s 
Provincial Herald from 1984 to 1993. Along the way he refined his art 
to a science, gave workshops on the techniques of proper breathing and 
projection, formed new town criers for other communities and attained an 
international reputation.

He has proclaimed in over twenty different languages (phonetically) at a variety of events ranging from 
ambassador’s evenings to rock-concerts, His unique school-show on the history of his trade, has had rave 
reviews from over two thousand schools here and abroad. He was chosen to be ambassador, and Town 
Crier and MC at the Canada Pavilion for the 2002-2003 season from “Sea To Shining Sea”.
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